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David’s psalm concludes with the joyful affirmation that God is from everlasting to everlasting. Clarke 
says that the Hebrew word for everlasting means from the hidden time to the hidden time; from that 
which had no beginning to that which has no end.1 Those words stand in sharp contrast to everything 
else described in that psalm. All the trials, troubles and betrayals David described come and go. They 
do not last. But not so with God. God was, is, and is to come. Not only that, but God is steadfast and 
faithful. God’s love is unwavering. God’s purposes endure, and God’s word is fulfilled. Faith that looks 
past the ever changing challenges of life to the changeless God is  the kind of faith David had, and the 
kind of faith we all need to cultivate!

Matthew Henry points out when we put their faith in God, we live with a believing hope.� With a 
believing hope, we don’t just cross their fingers and wait to see if things will turn out right. We believe 
that God’s grace and glory are sufficient in every circumstance and for every need. With God’s grace at 
work in us, and God’s glory at the center of our worship, our hearts will be filled with joy, and praise will 
cross our lips, even in the most terifying of times.� So our hope is more than wishful thinking. It is real 
hope, bolstered by our faith in God’s glorious presence in our lives, and in God’s good grace! 

Henry also notes that David’s word remind us to give God glory, because of the great things God has 
done for us, and promises to continue doing.� So in times of trouble fixing our eyes on God is just the 
start. We have to remember who God is, what God has done, and what God’s love will continue to do 
for us! Only then will we be ready to stand strong during the trials we will face. Only then will we have 
reason to walk by faith and not by sight! 

�	 Adam	Clarke’s	Commentary	on	the	Bible

�	 Matthew	Henry’s	Commentary	on	the	Whole	Bible
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Word Study: Pe a c e
David’s prayer was that he and his son Solomon would have the kind of rule that would bring peace to the 
people. The word used in Psalm 7�:3 for peace is the familiar term shalom (shaw-lome).1 Shalom comes from the 
Hebrew primitve root shalam, meaning to be safe in mind, in body or condition.1 That idea of safety extends into 
shalom, which is a broader term implying a state of well-being. The safety that comes with shalom is the kind of 
safety that leaves people feeling happy.1 It is a safety that comes from health, prosperity and peace.1

Those who enjoy shalom enjoy contentment and tranquility.� The peace they experience extends beyond their 
personal condition into their relationships with others and their relationship with God.�

The implication is that godly leaders will work to create an environment of peace. The image of mountains 
bringing peace (Psalm 7�:3) suggests that the land ruled by a godly leader would be a land of serenity and se-
curity.3 It would be a land where people could pursue their callings in safety, and enjoy the fruit of their labors.3 
On the mountains and on all the hills in that land would be abundant harvests, which would be evidence of a 
peaceful reign.3 

So a godly leader is one who acts according to the law of God. We know from Jesus’ words that the law of love  
is the most important of all laws. That tells us real leadership demands real love. A deep and consuming love for 
God combined with a self-sacrificing love for others was the example Jesus set. His life made clear that the only 
real leadership that counts is a servant leadership that spreads God’s shalom to all who need real peace, real 
contentment and a lasting joy!

Matthew Henry says that the law of Christ, written in the heart, gives us the inclination to be honest and just, 
and to live in love.4 This is the only law that can change the human heart and transform the world we live in.4 

�	 Strong’s	Hebrew	and	Greek	Dictionaries
�	 Brown-Driver-Briggs’	Hebrew	Definitions
�	 Albert	Barnes’	Notes	on	the	Bible
�	 Matthew	Henry’s	Commentary	on	the	Whole	Bible

Consider This

Knowing when you are down is easy. You can look at your situation and see problems mounting, 
resources dwindling and the possibility of success disappearing. But do you ever find yourself thinking 
that being down also means being out? Even when everyone else has written you off, or told you to cut 
and run, does your faith in God give you hope, and keep you pressing on?

David kept putting his faith in God because David believed that God’s goodness, mercy and salvation 
were not occassional gifts given on speical days or at special times. David believed that God’s gifts, 
God’s protection and God’s help were there when he needed them. So instead of collapsing under the 
weight of his troubles, he praised God. That suggests the better we know God, God’s nature and God’s 
purposes, the easier it will be to trust God in life’s most difficult times. What can you do to continue 
getting to know God better and to keep on building a stronger faith?

There is nothing wrong with deciding to cut and run, when in a tough spot. Nor is there anything wrong 
with standing strong. What Psalm 41 reveals is that how we react is not as important as why we react 
that way. Acting in response to what we believe is really the only thing that makes sense and it’s what 
pleases God. Do you find yourself putting your faith first in tough times? 

If you were to praise God right now, what would you say? Would you recount the blessing God has 
given? Would you thank God for the times God has stepped in to protect and provide? Would you thank 
God for the wonderful world God has created? Would you give praise for the promises God has made? 
Why not do what David did, and praise God right now?
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