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David’s psalm concludes with the joyful affirmation that God is from everlasting to everlasting. Clarke 
says that the Hebrew word for everlasting means from the hidden time to the hidden time; from that 
which had no beginning to that which has no end.1 Those words stand in sharp contrast to everything 
else described in that psalm. All the trials, troubles and betrayals David described come and go. They 
do not last. But not so with God. God was, is, and is to come. Not only that, but God is steadfast and 
faithful. God’s love is unwavering. God’s purposes endure, and God’s word is fulfilled. Faith that looks 
past the ever changing challenges of life to the changeless God is  the kind of faith David had, and the 
kind of faith we all need to cultivate!

Matthew Henry points out when we put their faith in God, we live with a believing hope.2 With a 
believing hope, we don’t just cross their fingers and wait to see if things will turn out right. We believe 
that God’s grace and glory are sufficient in every circumstance and for every need. With God’s grace at 
work in us, and God’s glory at the center of our worship, our hearts will be filled with joy, and praise will 
cross our lips, even in the most terifying of times.2 So our hope is more than wishful thinking. It is real 
hope, bolstered by our faith in God’s glorious presence in our lives, and in God’s good grace! 

Henry also notes that David’s word remind us to give God glory, because of the great things God has 
done for us, and promises to continue doing.2 So in times of trouble fixing our eyes on God is just the 
start. We have to remember who God is, what God has done, and what God’s love will continue to do 
for us! Only then will we be ready to stand strong during the trials we will face. Only then will we have 
reason to walk by faith and not by sight! 

�	 Adam	Clarke’s	Commentary	on	the	Bible

�	 Matthew	Henry’s	Commentary	on	the	Whole	Bible
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Word Study: R e p e n t
When it comes to Jesus, the Scriptures are absolutely clear about what our response to him should be. Acts 3:19 
is a perfect example, as it begins with the command to repent. Repent comes from the Greek verb metanoeo, 
which means to change one’s mind for the better.1 That change of mind includes turning away from one’s past 
sins.1 So the repentant person is the person who thinks differently, who reconsiders their past, and feels a moral 
compunction to go a new way.2  

By telling the crowd to repent, Peter is making it clear that once we understand God’s purpose, and the patience 
God has shown, we must have a change of attitude.3 We must start thinking, believing and behaving differently. 
Sin and guilt will not shut us out from the chance to be enjoy the blessings of God, if we will turn.3 Those who 
answer the call to repent will find their sins erased, and the presence of the Lord will cover them with the cool 
refreshing breezes of new life!3

Clarke reminds us that repentance comes when we are convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God.4 
Once we allow ourselves to accept the truth about Jesus, the next logical step is to let our minds be changed 
about ourselves, and the lives we have lived.4 Then, realizing how we have strayed from God, we can allow our 
hearts to become contrite for the sins we have committed.4 So repentance involves a change of mind and heart!

Gill points out that Peter’s command to repent was issued to the Jews, who had played a role in crucifying Christ.� 
His message was that they were to repent of what they had done, and turn to the very one they had rejected and 
killed.� That kind of repentance meant not just turning around, but turning to Jesus, acknowledging him as Mes-
siah, receiving his teachings, and submitting to his Lordship over their lives.� That kind of repentance would bring 
them into God’s presence, and make them recipients of the gifts of God’s amazing and abundant grace!�  

�	 Thayer’s	Greek	Definitions
�	 Strong’s	Hebrew	and	Greek	Dictionaries
�	 Robertson’s	Word	Pictures
�	 Adam	Clarke’s	Commentary	on	the	Bible
�	 John	Gill’s	Exposition	of	the	Entire	Bible

Consider This

The Temple was a strange place for Peter to deliver his call to repentance. That was the one place 
devout people went. So was Peter just preaching to the choir? Or is it possible that religious activity 
does not always reflect devotion to God? His audience was very religious, but they still needed to 
repent. Is it possible that sometimes performing our religious rituals gives us a false sense of security 
about our relationship with God? How can we be sure our piousness does not replace our humble 
dependence on God and God’s gracious mercy?

Few history books identify Jesus Christ as the epicenter around which human history revolves. But the 
quality of each of our lives, and our eternal destiny is determined by how we respond to Jesus. If that is 
true on the individual level, then it is certainly true for all humankind. Have you ever considered Jesus 
as the epicenter around which your life revolves? What does that mean to you, and to how you live out 
your faith?

When you think of being blessed, what do you think of? What are a few of the ways God has blessed 
you in your lifetime? Do you consider being called to repent a blessing? What has repentance done for 
you? 

Repentance sets us on the road to becoming the people God created us to be. That’s because 
repentance turns us away from the things that distance us from God, and it draws us away from the 
doing the things that distract us from God’s calling on our lives. When you turn from the things that 
hinder your walk of faith, what do you then turn toward?
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