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While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s 
Portico, utterly astonished. 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you hand-
ed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected 
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of 
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself 
has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him 
this perfect health in the presence of all of you. “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, 
as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 
Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, so that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appoint-
ed for you, that is, Jesus, who must remain in heaven until the time of universal restoration that God 
announced long ago through his holy prophets. Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you 
from your own people a prophet like me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. And it will be that ev-
eryone who does not listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out of the people.’ And all the proph-
ets, as many as have spoken, from Samuel and those after him, also predicted these days. You are the 
descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, 
‘And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, 
he sent him first to you, to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”  
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Ac ts  3:11-26
Now while he [still] firmly clung to Peter and John, all the people in utmost amazement ran together and crowded around 
them in the covered porch (walk) called Solomon’s. And Peter, seeing it, answered the people, You men of Israel, why 
are you so surprised and wondering at this? Why do you keep staring at us, as though by our [own individual] power or 
[active] piety we had made this man [able] to walk? The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fore-
fathers, has glorified His Servant and Son Jesus [doing Him this honor], Whom you indeed delivered up and denied and 
rejected and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had determined to let Him go. But you denied and rejected and 
disowned the Pure and Holy, the Just and Blameless One, and demanded [the pardon of] a murderer to be granted to 
you. But you killed the very Source (the Author) of life, Whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And His 
name, through and by faith in His name, has made this man whom you see and recognize well and strong. [Yes] the faith 
which is through and by Him [Jesus] has given the man this perfect soundness [of body] before all of you.

And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance [not aware of what you were doing], as did your rulers also. Thus 
has God fulfilled what He foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ (the Messiah) should undergo ill 
treatment and be afflicted and suffer. So repent (change your mind and purpose); turn around and return [to God], that 
your sins may be erased (blotted out, wiped clean), that times of refreshing (of recovering from the effects of heat, of 
[b]reviving with fresh air) may come from the presence of the Lord; And that He may send [to you] the Christ (the Messiah), 
Who before was designated and appointed for you--even Jesus, Whom heaven must receive [and retain] until the time for 
the complete restoration of all that God spoke by the mouth of all His holy prophets for ages past [from the most ancient 
time in the memory of man].Thus Moses said to the forefathers, The Lord God will raise up for you a Prophet from among 
your brethren as [He raised up] me; Him you shall listen to and understand by hearing and heed in all things whatever He 
tells you.

And it shall be that every soul that does not listen to and understand by hearing and heed that Prophet shall be utterly 
[c]exterminated from among the people.Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel and those who came afterwards, as many 
as have spoken, also promised and foretold and proclaimed these days.You are the descendants (sons) of the prophets 
and the heirs of the covenant which God made and gave to your forefathers, saying to Abraham, And in your Seed (Heir) 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed and benefited.It was to you first that God sent His Servant and Son Jesus, 
when He raised Him up [[d]provided and gave Him for us], to bless you in turning every one of you from your wickedness 
and evil ways.
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Psalm 41
The man threw his arms around Peter and John, ecstatic. All the people ran up to where they were at Solomon’s 
Porch to see it for themselves. 

When Peter saw he had a congregation, he addressed the people: 

   “Oh, Israelites, why does this take you by such complete surprise, and why stare at us as if our power or piety 
made him walk? The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has glorified his Son Jesus. 
The very One that Pilate called innocent, you repudiated. You repudiated the Holy One, the Just One, and asked 
for a murderer in his place. You no sooner killed the Author of Life than God raised him from the dead—and 
we’re the witnesses. Faith in Jesus’ name put this man, whose condition you know so well, on his feet—yes, faith 
and nothing but faith put this man healed and whole right before your eyes. And now, friends, I know you had no 
idea what you were doing when you killed Jesus, and neither did your leaders. But God, who through the preach-
ing of all the prophets had said all along that his Messiah would be killed, knew exactly what you were doing and 
used it to fulfill his plans. 

 Now it ’s time to change your ways! Turn to face God so he can wipe away your sins, pour out showers of bless-
ing to refresh you, and send you the Messiah he prepared for you, namely, Jesus. For the time being he must 
remain out of sight in heaven until everything is restored to order again just the way God, through the preaching 
of his holy prophets of old, said it would be. Moses, for instance, said, ‘Your God will raise up for you a prophet 
just like me from your family. Listen to every word he speaks to you. Every last living soul who refuses to listen 
to that prophet will be wiped out from the people.’ All the prophets from Samuel on down said the same thing, 
said most emphatically that these days would come. These prophets, along with the covenant God made with 
your ancestors, are your family tree. God’s covenant-word to Abraham provides the text: ‘By your offspring all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.’ But you are first in line: God, having raised up his Son, sent him to bless you 
as you turn, one by one, from your evil ways.”

  

S c r i p t u r e  t a k e n  f r o m  T h e  M e s s a g e .  C o p y r i g h t  ©  19 9 3 ,  19 9 4 ,  19 9 5 ,  19 9 6 ,  2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 1,  2 0 0 2 .  U s e d  b y  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  N a v P r e s s  P u b l i s h i n g  G r o u p .


	Button1: 
	Button2: 
	Button3: 


