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Bible Study: Psalm 25:15

Barnes believes that when David writes that his eyes are ever turned toward the Lord, he is telling us 
that this was his habitual state of mind.1 It was not just when he was in trouble. He was constantly 
looking to God, and seeking God’s direction. In every circumstance, whether in times of doubt or 
difficulty, danger or death, David depended on God to guide him. This is true religion. It is a religion of 
total dependence on God!1

Spurgeon believes that as the psalmist looks to God, several things are happening. First he is placing his 
faith and hope in GOd. Then he is also commiting himself to God’s service. The psalmist’s look also puts 
him in a position of reverence and wonder, as he witnesses God’s provision and protection. Lastly, the 
act of looking to God leaves David with a growing affection toward God. In keeping with this last point, 
Spurgeon observes: “Happy are those whose eyes are never removed from their God.”2

Spurgeon also points out while David’s vision is fixed on God and his mind focused on heavenly places, 
his feet are sometimes in a net. That means our minds and hearts can be lost in wonder, love and praise 
even while our lives are enduring the trials and tribulations of life.2 

Most of us will not face the kinds of dangers David face. But, we have an enemy who is cunning and 
cruel. That enemy uses temptation and sin to entangle us in his net and to lead us down self-destructive 
paths. We need just as much help as David did to avoid getting entangled in our enemies schemes. Only 
when our eyes are fixed on God will we be certain that God’s grace and mercy will lead us in paths of 
righteousness.2

�	 Albert	Barnes’	Notes	on	the	Bible

�	 Charles	Spurgeon’s	Treasury	of	David
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Word Study: R e p e n t
When it comes to Jesus, the Scriptures are absolutely clear about what our response to him should be. Acts 3:19 
is a perfect example, as it begins with the command to repent. Repent comes from the Greek verb metanoeo, 
which means to change one’s mind for the better.1 That change of mind includes turning away from one’s past 
sins.1 So the repentant person is the person who thinks differently, who reconsiders their past, and feels a moral 
compunction to go a new way.2  

By telling the crowd to repent, Peter is making it clear that once we understand God’s purpose, and the patience 
God has shown, we must have a change of attitude.3 We must start thinking, believing and behaving differently. 
Sin and guilt will not shut us out from the chance to be enjoy the blessings of God, if we will turn.3 Those who 
answer the call to repent will find their sins erased, and the presence of the Lord will cover them with the cool 
refreshing breezes of new life!3

Clarke reminds us that repentance comes when we are convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God.� 
Once we allow ourselves to accept the truth about Jesus, the next logical step is to let our minds be changed 
about ourselves, and the lives we have lived.� Then, realizing how we have strayed from God, we can allow our 
hearts to become contrite for the sins we have committed.� So repentance involves a change of mind and heart!

Gill points out that Peter’s command to repent was issued to the Jews, who had played a role in crucifying Christ.5 
His message was that they were to repent of what they had done, and turn to the very one they had rejected and 
killed.5 That kind of repentance meant not just turning around, but turning to Jesus, acknowledging him as Mes-
siah, receiving his teachings, and submitting to his Lordship over their lives.5 That kind of repentance would bring 
them into God’s presence, and make them recipients of the gifts of God’s amazing and abundant grace!5  

�	 Thayer’s	Greek	Definitions
�	 Strong’s	Hebrew	and	Greek	Dictionaries
�	 Robertson’s	Word	Pictures
�	 Adam	Clarke’s	Commentary	on	the	Bible
�	 John	Gill’s	Exposition	of	the	Entire	Bible

Consider This

David had a lifetime of experiences that taught him to trust God. Time and time again he saw that 
God was faithful to God’s word. What have your life experiences taught you about God? Do those 
experiences make it more likely that you will turn to God for help in times of trouble?

Keeping our eyes on God is easier said than done. There are so many distractions. Where else do you 
see your attention going, particularly when the going gets tough?

What does knowing that God saved David from Goliath and Daniel from the lion’s den and Peter and 
Paul from their prison chains do for your faith? Does the witness of Scripture help you to stay focused 
on God, even in the most difficult and threatening times?

Looking to God for answers takes faith. Obviously we are not going to look to God unless we believe 
that God has the answer and the willingness to help us. It also means trusting God enough to give up 
some measure of control over your situation. Do any of these issues keep you from staying focused on 
God?
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